The Digital Machinist Magazine

Author’s Guide

Digital Machinist magazine is audience driven. The authors and readers are one and the same, and having gotten your copy of the Author's Guide, it would appear that you are ready to enter that fraternity! Thank you very much for your interest in the editorial of our magazines! We hope that you will be submitting an article to us soon!
Digital Machinist is the newest magazine in our family. It features articles on CNC, robotics, CNC programming, CAD, electronics, and other digital topics. We also try to include articles that may be of interest to the small shop owner or entrepreneur. 

Copy: We don't mind a little more "friendly" style of writing but it is essential that you organize your article so descriptions of your subject are logically sequential and written in a technical style as much as possible. 

Our readership ranges from the novice to the highly skilled machinist and engineer. Because of the wide range of readers, we accept a wide range of articles. Articles written for the beginner and articles for the expert are both welcome. 

We suggest that you start with an introductory paragraph that will give an overview of the article. If the article is a project, this might include an explanation of what the project does, how it works, and a basic idea of how difficult the project may be. A photo of the completed project is helpful.  

With project articles, we like to include an accurate bill of materials to help the reader. Please include a list of all materials and components used in the project, as well as sources for hard to find items. Some electronic components can have a rather short life span in the marketplace and if you feel this might be the case with one of your items, a short note on alternative components would be appropriate.   
Photographs:  We accept digital images and photo prints. The resolution must be a minimum of 600 dpi at publication size. A good rule of thumb is take pictures at 1MG or higher.

 
The readers like to have captions with the photos and we encourage you to include them. Be sure to give us a list, matching the captions with your photos so we can get things correct. Also, please identify the photographer so we can credit him/her in the article. 
Drawings: We know that, in all likelihood, you are not a professional draftsman. Most authors will simply send us sketches or blueprints of their working drawings, and we then have our draftsman redraw them to our size and line weight specs. As long as all the necessary dimensions are clearly depicted, we can work with just about anything. The quality of the drawing and the amount of work necessary to bring it up to our standards will determine if the author receives drawing credit (and payment). Electrical diagrams come under a lot of critical eyes, so be dead sure of what you draw. 
 
We use SolidWorks for our 2D drawings and our 3D models. A few of the common file formats that our system supports are: .dwg, .dxf, step, and .igs. Please get in touch with us if your CAD program outputs something other than these. 
Videos: One of the great things about the Internet is that it has allowed us to explore the possibility of giving our readers a "second media". For example, we've been able to post videos on our website of projects we've published in our magazine. Any video you may have of your project in action would make a wonderful addition to your article. 
Submitting Your Article: Whether in electronic files on a CD or printed on paper, you can mail your article to us at:

Village Press 

attn. George Bulliss

2779 Aero Park Dr. 

Traverse City, MI 49686

Another option is sending the article via email attachments, although our email limit of 5MB may require that the attachments be broken up into several separate emails. My email address is:
gbulliss@villagepress.com
We also have a site that allows uploads of unlimited size. This is likely the easiest method, though the site can be finicky with some types of browsers. If you would like the instructions for uploading, please request a copy through my email address listed above.
Copyright: What we buy from you is the right to publish your article for the first time in North America. That right is called First North American Serial Rights, the “Serial” referring to the fact that the story appeared in a periodical, not the fact that it was a multi-part article. Upon publication – as soon as the issue goes into the mail − all rights revert to you. But – big “but” here – only in the form in which you originally submitted it to us. The editing and the design of the article, including the drawings that we edited/created, are the work product of Village Press and Digital Machinist.

If you are contacted by a website or anyone else that wants to reprint the article, we have to be involved unless they print the article in its original form, the form that you submitted to us and the drawings you executed.

Some Things to Keep In Mind: We do not accept simultaneous submissions (sending your work to two publishers at the same time).
We've had instances in the past where authors have procured items/products from companies in exchange for mentioning the company in the author's article. We can not guarantee that the product mention will remain in the text, so please DON'T do this, for your sake, and ours. 

Author’s Pay: We pay upon publication for all articles used. The average pay for our authors ranges between $400 and $500, depending on the length, complexity, number of drawings, photos, and use of your photo on the cover. The final pay is determined after publication. 

   
We want you to know that we appreciate the fact you are interested in sharing your knowledge and expertise with our readers. I am available by phone, mail or email to assist you as you get underway. Thank you for your interest!
Sincerely,

George Bulliss 
Editor, Digital Machinist Magazine
Village Press Publications

2779 Aero Park Dr.

Traverse City, MI 49686

(800) 773-7798

gbulliss@villagepress.com
